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attention to the fact that a darker shade"might be
more suitable, "We teach the girls how to make
up and to act. Mother is very particular about
that sort of thing because she has always per-
formed before the very best people/' said little
Kotsuru as she returned to the room, having just
completed her task of setting an offering before
a small Inari shrine in the hallway. Inari is the
god of the geisfia and of merchants.
Tsuruko, who has a long, old-fashioned face,
explained that the older men prefer gkls with the
traditional horse-faced beauty while the younger
men like a more pretty, round type of face. She
expressed fears for the young men who prefer
beer-hall girls. "They have no artistic sense/*
she concluded.
Marriage is the geisha's worst problem,
according to Aiyakko's young daughters. Only
a very few have a chance to marry, and they do
very well, but most families disapprove of geisha
wives* "We usually have to be content with find-
ing a patron and becoming mekake, or second-
wives, or we end up as geisha house keepets. I
think it is too bad, but perhaps this age-old pre-
judice against us will sometime lapse. It is hatd
to find a person who will assume your debts, too.
I must say though that as yet the professional